CLOSTER BOARD OF EDUCATION
Closter, New Jersey

MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING
Tenakill Middle School
May 1, 2024 - 7:30 PM

The Board meeting was called to order by Ms. Finkelstein at 7:32 PM.

The following Board members were present:
Ms. Yeoh (joined via Zoom but left at 8:20), Ms. Wagner (via Zoom), Ms. Micera, Mr. Choi,
Ms. Li (via Zoom), Ms. Fanelli, Ms. Kwon, Ms. Finkelstein

The following Board member(s) were absent:
Ms. Salamea-Cross

Also present:
Mr. McHale and Mr. Villanueva

NEW JERSEY OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT - Read by the President:

The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act was enacted to ensure the right of the public to have
advance notice of and to attend the meeting of public bodies at which any business affecting their
interests is discussed or acted upon. In accordance with the provisions of this Act, the Secretary to the
Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting by having the date, time, and place thereof
posted at each school building within the district, district website, the Board of Education office, the
Office of the Borough Clerk, and transmitted to The Record and Northern Valley Suburbanite
newspapers.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

SCHOOL YEAR 2024-2025 BUDGET PRESENTATION

Mr. Vincent McHale, Superintendent of Schools, and Mr. Floro M. Villanueva Jr., School Business
Administrator, provided a presentation of the SY 2024-2025 budget as approved by the NJDOE County
Office.

e Mr. Villanueva thanked the members of the Finance Commiittee for all their work in the budget
development process, as well as the administrators and staff who assisted in developing the
budget.

e Mr. McHale shared the successes of the 23-24 school year and budget implementation, the SY
24-25 budget process goals, and highlights:

e Closter Public Schools received an increase of $144,474 in state aid. Mr. Villanueva said the
Categorical portion of state aid will require full state funding.

e The current expense and capital outlay budget is $26,467,378
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The total district budget, including special revenue and repayment of debt is $27,309,698. This
amount also includes an additional debt service aid as a result of the September 2023
referendum.

The tax levy to support the current expense is $22,967,866 which is an increase of 2.69%

The budget includes healthcare cost adjustments, withdrawals from reserves, and various
federal and state grants.

The tax impact is—$394.51 (tax reduction) for the average home of $823,190 on a school year
basis, and on a calendar basis, it equates to a tax reduction of $307.32 due to the increase in
the town’s valuation.

Mr. McHale also shared that he is extremely proud of the budget that the Board is putting
forward for SY 24-25. The budget continues to add much-needed personnel to meet the needs
of our students, maintain all programs, and improve facilities.

PRINCIPALS' REPORTS

Dianne Smith, Principal of Hillside Elementary School, shared her report with the Board and the
community:

5/1/24

Hillside enroliment is at 630, and incoming Kindergarten enroliment is up to 99.

Next week, we welcome our newest cubs for screening with our staff. Take a minute to
acknowledge our screening process, which is homegrown and provides a quick assessment of
basic literacy skills, speaking, listening, and fine and gross motor skills. This is our third year
with our process, and she is proud of how it has grown. Each year, we reflect on ways we can
improve.

NJSLA testing started today. Special thanks to Ms. Zanin for all of her planning and work to
ensure a smooth start. It takes a village, and we are grateful for all of the helping hands, even
the small ones that help by using hallway mode as they move through the building.

Last week, the winners of the Arbor Day poster contest were recognized at a ceremony at
Tenakill. Thank you to the Shade Tree Commission for providing this opportunity for our
students.

This afternoon she attended the My County poster contest presentation in Hackensack in which
fourth graders from all over Bergen County are invited to create posters that depict Bergen
County’s special and unique qualities and how these qualities relate to the service provided by
the county government. This program is sponsored by the county’s constitutional officers (Clerk,
Surrogate, and Sheriff). This year there were 940 participants. Winners were invited to
Hackensack to a ceremony announcing the honorable mention and winners for this year.
Congratulations to Kaylee Kim on her honorable mention award! Her posters, along with the 19
others, will be featured in the 2025 Election Calendar.

Using data from last year, our counselors have been very busy addressing behavior
expectations during recess, as traditionally, there is an uptick in student conflict during spring.
Building on the lessons associated with the ICARE Olympic-themed week, our counselors
created videos of ICARE playground rules and introduced a behavior contract. Ms. Lang
created an informative and age-appropriate video explaining what a contract is.

Classes will sign the contract, which will be displayed in hallways as students exit to remind
them of the agreement.
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e Thank you to those who attended the Coffee with Counselors on Thursday, which focused on

Zoom.

e Our next Coffee with Counselors will be held on Thursday, May 30th, at 7 pm.

e This will be a special event including a guided meditation and sound bath hosted by Mrs. Lang.

e Friday is our Grade Three Recorder concert, with their trip to Carnegie Hall in the coming
weeks. '

e The fourth-grade end-of-year event calendar was shared with families and included special
events such as Egg Drop, TMS visit, picnic yearbook signing, and clap out. She is very excited
about these events, as the PTO generously purchased a wonderful addition to use at events
such as this—a cub costume!

Spring Fair this Saturday from 11-4 at TMS.

o We will take the week of May 6 to pause and express gratitude to our staff during Teacher
Appreciation Week. The PTO will provide lunch, and the KPG will offer breakfast. We are
working on some other activities to recognize our staff's hard work.

e This week, we also recognize our school nurse, Ms. Haenelt, on Wednesday for National School
Nurse Day.

e Additionally, on Wednesday, the Closter Police will host a Bike and Roll to School event.
Students and staff are invited to meet at the Closter Police Department and walk with their
adults to Hillside School. Our staff is excited to participate in this event!

Mr. William Tantum, Principal of Tenakill Middle School, shared with the Board and the community his
report:
e Enrollment - As of May 1, 2024, Tenakill’s student enrollment is 568
e Drills - Monthly drills for April were completed
e TREP$—Thank you to Mr. Hernandez, Ms. lanni, Mr. John, Mr. Sidrow, and everyone who
came to support our TREP$ program.
e Sports - Baseball and softball began - both undefeated as of April 30 and the Staff vs student
volleyball game was a great turnout
e NJSLA Testing
o Science Started Today Grades 5 & 8 - May 1 & 2
o Math all Grades - May 13 & 14
o ELA all Grades - May 15 & 16

o Thank you for the Book Fair

o Spring Fair this Saturday
e Closter Shade Tree - Arbor Day ceremony

o Great to have winners from all grade levels
e Trips

o Eighth-grade trip this month

o Band Trip to Great Adventure - Trills and Thrills
e Band

o Spring Concert - May 7
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o Daytime concert for students

o The evening split into two shows - 6:30 & 7:15 pm
Art Exhibit returns this year May 15 - 26

o Belskie Museum

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT

Mr. Vincent McHale, Superintendent of Schools, shared with the Board and the community his report.

5/1/24

The public hearing for our 2024-2025 school year budget is being presented this evening.
Thank you to our Business Administrator, Floro Villanueva, his staff, our administrators, and the
Board of Education Finance and Ptysical Plant Committee for their ongoing work in preparing a
fiscally responsible budget. He is proud to share that the proposed budget maintains all
positions and programs and includes adding an ESL teacher for Hillside Elementary School, a
school psychologist for the district, and three additional lunchtime paraprofessionals for Tenakill
Middle School.

On Friday, April 26, 2024, the Clostar Borough’s Shade Tree Commission celebrated Arbor Day
in a unique way. This year, our school district and the Shade Tree Commission joined hands to
secure a $48,000 “Trees for Schools” grant. The celebration took place at The Grove, located
between Memorial Field and the 9/11 Memorial on Harrington Avenue. Over 50 trees were
planted, and a record 90 students rarticipated in the 5th Annual “Trees are Worth It” Poster
Contest. The winners and their parents were honored at the celebration, and our middle school
band added a musical touch to the sevent. This achievement wouldn't have been possible
without the collective efforts of everyone involved, including the Closter Shade Tree
Commission, the Mayor and Council, and several local business sponsors. The winning posters
will be proudly displayed at the Closter Starbucks, so make sure to visit and view them!

The Closter PTO Spring Fair will be held on Saturday, May 4, 2024, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
Tenakill Middle School. All are invited to attend this fun event, including performances, bounce
houses, food trucks, crafts, and much more. We look forward to seeing you there!

Next week, we will celebrate our fantastic teachers and school nurses for all their hard work and
support for our students. They are not just teachers and nurses—they are heroes who help our
students daily. The Board and he appreciate, respect, and are inspired by the wonderful work
they do all year round.

There are only 33 school days left! Our moving-up ceremonies for grades 4 and 8 will be held
on Monday, June 17, 2024, at Mem.orial Field. The principals will share more information with
families about the end-of-year events. Please note that if it rains, the ceremonies will be held at
Northern Valley Regional High School in Demarest on Monday, June 17, 2024, since the last
day of school is June 18, 2024.
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BOARD COMMITTEES

Ms. Wagner reported that the Curriculum Committee met on Monday, April 29th, and they reviewed the
recommended math textbooks for 5th grade. She shared that the grade level's review process took
over two years, and they finally settled on the "Big Ideas Model in Real Life" 2022 edition because it
matched closely with the 2023 New Jersey student learning standards and included a pacing guide.

Ms. Wagner also shared that Mr. McHale presented a proposal to the committee to purchase training
for Phonics First, which is already used at Hillside. The newer teachers would benefit from this training.
It will be a 30-hour, in-person training session, and they requested to have 15 teachers attend. The total
cost was $23,000, and the compensation for the teachers for their time. Finally, Mr. McHale also briefed
the curriculum committee on the 2023 standards for ELA and Math, which are set to be implemented in
2024. The curriculum committee would review the new curriculum documents for K-8 math and ELA,
and they would make recommendations to the full board before the 2024-2025 school year.

Ms. Finkelstein shared that the Finance Committee meeting met on April 23rd to discuss the budget
which was presented to the board earlier in the evening.

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS
Moved by Ms. Micera - , seconded by Ms. Fanelli - to open the meeting to the public.

Statements made by individual participants are limited to a duration of three (3) minutes unless
otherwise announced at the beginning of the discussion. A maximum of 15 minutes for public input is
scheduled as per bylaw 0167. The Board urges large groups to select one person to represent them.
The Board reminds those individuals who take the opportunity to speak to please step up, identify
themselves by name and address, and to limit their comments to items listed on the agenda.

There were no public comments
Moved by Ms. Micera -~ , seconded by Ms. Fanelli - to resume the regular order of business.

BOARD OPERATIONS
Moved by Mr. Choi ~ , seconded by Ms. Micera - to approve Motions A and B.

Motions were approved - by a roll call vote of the Board as follows:
YEAS: Ms. Wagner, Ms. Micera, Mr. Choi, Ms. Finkelstein, Ms. Li, Ms. Fanelli, Ms. Kwon
NAYS: None

A. APPROVAL - Minutes
Motion to approve April 9, 2024, meeting minutes.
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B. APPROVAL - Harassment, Intimidation or Bullying (HIB)
Motion to affirm the decision of the Superintendent of Schools regarding Harassment,
Intimidation or Bullying (HIB) incidents TMS-2324-37, TMS-2324-38, TMS-2324-39 and
TMS-2324-40 as reported to the Board in Executive Session at the April 9, 2024, meeting

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION COMMITTEE
Chairperson: Ms. Wagner; Members: Ms.Salamea-Cross, Ms. Yeoh

Moved by Ms. Wagner - , seconded by Ms. Micera - to approve Motions A - E.
Motions were approved - by a roll call vote of the Board as follows:

YEAS: Ms. Wagner, Ms. Micera, Mr. Choi, Ms. Finkelstein, Ms. Li, Ms. Fanelli, Ms. Kwon
NAYS: None

A. APPROVAL - Staff Coursework

Motion to approve the following courses for 2023-2024 as recommended to the Superintendent
by the Principals:

Staff Member: Maci DeCarlo
Course No./Title: 1) PSYC:6113-83 History & Systems
2) PSYC:8132 Special Topics: Crisis Management

Institution: Fairleigh Dickinson University
Credits: 6 (3 credits each)
Staff Member: Lauren Engle

Course No./Title: 1) EDUC 7134 Motivating Students Who Don't Care
2) EDUC 711X Creating a Mindful Environment
3) EDUC 71CH Understanding Moods

Institution: University of LaVerne

Credits: 9 (3 credits each)

B. APPROVAL - Staff Conferences
Motion to approve the following staif conferences:

Staff Member(s): Margaret Churchill, Amanda Cummings, Brianna Kehoe, Scott Lewis,
Brianna McSweeney, Shireen Moidu, Robert Neblung

Conference: Planning with English Language Development Students Training

Location: Virtual

Date: 6/7/24

Cost to Board: $875 .00 (Substitute cost)

Staff Member(s): Alexandra Earle

Conference: BCSCA K-8 Meeting - 504 Training

Location: Dismus M.S., Englewood, NJ
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Date:
Cost to Board:

Staff Member(s):

Conference:
Location:
Date:

Cost to Board:

Staff Member(s):

Conference:
Location:
Date:

Cost to Board:

Staff Member(s):

Conference:
Location:
Date:

Cost to Board:

Staff Member(s):

Conference:
Location:
Date:

Cost to Board:

Staff Member(s):

Conference:

Location:
Date:
Cost to Board:

5/31/24
$0

Maci DeCarlo

School Behavioral Threat Assessment Management Training
Virtual

5/16/24

$0

Elizabeth Apollo, Suzanne Lang and Dianne Smith

Advanced K-12 Behavioral Threat Assessment & Management Training
Bergen Community College, Lyndhurst, NJ Campus

6/6/24

$0

Jennifer Annese

Orton Gillingham Revisited
Virtual

7/23/24

$45.00 (Registration fee)

Jennifer Annese

Progress Monitoring for Orton Gillingham Instruction
Virtual

719124

$75.00 (Registration fee)

Jennifer Annese

Comprehension Strategies for Middle and High School Students with
Reading Disabilities

Virtual

7/16/24 - 7/17/24

$60.00 (Registration fee
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C. APPROVAL - NJ School Boards Conference
Motion to approve the attendance of the following trustees and district employees to the NJ
School Boards Conference in Atlantic City on October 21 - 24, 2024:

Trustees: Melody Finkelstein, Magaly Salamea-Cross, Edmund Choi, Janice Yeoh,
Jia Dee Li, Janine Micera

Staff: Vincent McHale, Floro Villanueva Jr.

Cost to Board: Group Registration of $2,100

Individual Lodging, Mileage, Meals, and incidentals—a maximum of
$818.68 per person per GSA-approved travel regulations.

D. APPROVAL - Field Trips
Motion to approve the following field trips:

School: Hillside Elemantary School

Group: Grade 4 SGLC & Resource Students
Month: May 2024

Destination: Tenakill Middle School

Location: Closter, NJ

E. APPROVAL - NVRHS Consortium Memorandum of Agreement - 2024-2025 School Year
Motion to approve the Title lIA, Ill, Lil-Immigrant, and IV-Part A Consortium Memorandum of

Agreement between the Northern Valley Regional High School Board of Education, as Lead
Applicant, and the Closter Public Schools for the 2024-2025 school year.

FINANCE AND PHYSICAL PLANT COMMITTEE
Chairperson: Ms. Yeoh; Members: Mr. Choi, Ms. Finkelstein, Ms. Kwon

Moved by Ms. Kwon - , seconded by Ms. Micera - to approve Motions A - M.

Ms. Fanelli asked about item I—when the asbestos abatement work will take place. Mr. Villanueva
responded that it will start on June 24 and will be completed by the time the summer program begins on
July 1st.

Ms. Micera questioned if that was the only time during the summer that students weren't in the building.
Mr. McHale responded that there will be no students in the building after June 18th, but students will
return on July 1st for the summer program, and there will be no students in the building for the month of
August. There is a summer recreation program going on at Tenakill Middle School, but there is no
asbestos abatement happening at Tenakill.

Motions were approved - by a roll call vote of the Board as follows:
YEAS: Ms. Wagner, Ms. Micera, Mr. Choi, Ms. Finkelstein, Ms. Li, Ms. Fanelli, Ms. Kwon
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NAYS: None

A.

5/1/24

APPROVAL - Monthly Financials and Certification

Motion to approve the following items as required, pursuant to NJSA 18A:17-9 and NJAC
6:20-2.13, as per Appendix A attached:
a. Board Secretary and School Treasurer Financial Reports for March 2024.
b. Board of Education’s Monthly Certification of Budgetary Major Account /Fund status for
March 2024.
¢. Transfer of funds for March 2024,

APPROVAL - Payment of Bills
Motion to approve payment of bills from April 10, 2024, to April 30, 2024, in the amount of:

General Fund (Fund 10) $ 1,029,412.46

Special Revenue (Fund 20) $ 33,629.07

Capital Projects (Fund 30) $ 106,370.40

Enterprise (Milk — Fund 60) $ 666.66

Total | $ 1,170,078.59

APPROVAL - Staff Remuneration
Motion to approve remuneration to staff members as follows:

Staff Member: Cara Kupersmith

Course: Educational Research-3 / Internship in Educational Leadership
College/University: ~ William Paterson University

Remuneration: $1,000.00

APPROVAL - School Year 2024 - 2025 District Budget

BE IT RESOLVED that the Closter Board of Education, County of Bergen, approves the School
Year 2024-2025 budget and authorizes the School Business Administrator/ Board Secretary to
certify the budget as approved by the Executive County Superintendent of Schools in
accordance with the statutory deadline:

Budget Local Tax Levy
General Current Expense $ 26,077,437 $ 22,967,866
(Fund 11)
Capital Outlay (Fund 12) $ 389,941
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GENERAL FUND TOTAL $ 26,467,378 $ 22,967,866

Special Revenue Fund $ 385,000 $ 0
(Fund 20)
Debt Service Fund (Fund 40) $ 457,320 $ 301,848

Total Base Budget

<

27,309,698 $ 23,269,714

And

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the General Fund tax levy of $22,967,866 is approved to
support Current General Expense that includes the use of $137,227 Health Care Costs
Adjustment. The total budget tax levy including Debt Service Fund is $ 23,269.714.

And

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Closter Board of Education accepts the State School Aid
for the 2024-25 school year as follows:

Transportation Aid 93,632
Special Education Aid 1,399,363
Security Aid 114,037
Debt Service Aid 155,472
Less: SDA Assessment -14.941
Total Aid $ 1,747,563

APPROVAL - SY 2024-2025 District Budget — Adjustment for Health Care Costs

BE IT RESOLVED that the Closter Board of Education approves the use of adjustment for
increase in health care costs permitting the tax levy to increase above 2% in the amount of
$137.227. The adjustment will be used to support the rising cost of health benefits for eligible
district staff.

APPROVAL - Capital Reserve Withdrawal (Other Capital Projects) for SY 2024-2025
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Closter Board of Education, County of Bergen, includes in the
general fund appropriations, budget line 620, a withdrawal in the amount of $350.000 from the
Board of Education’s approved Capital Reserve Account to fund Other Capital Projects:

Hillside Elementary School

e Network Infrastructure Replacements - $200,000
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e Security Swipe-System Replacement - $ 30,000
e Seal, Paint, and Line Striping of Parking Lot - $25,000

Tenakill Middle School

e Security Swipe-System Replacement - $30,000
VCT Flooring Replacement - $40,000
¢ Seal, Paint, and Line Striping of Parking Lot - $25,000

The total cost of the projects represents expenditures for construction elements or projects that
are in addition to the facilities efficiency standards determined by the Commissioner of
Education as necessary to achieve the New Jersey Student Learning Standards. Any funds
withdrawn from Capital Reserve and unspent by the end of the school year shall be returned to
the Capital Reserve fund.

G. APPROVAL - Maintenance Reserve Withdrawal for SY 2024-2025 Budget
BE IT RESOLVED that as per N.J.A.C 6A:23A-14.2(d), the Closter Board of Education
withdraws $340,000 from the Board of Education’s approved Maintenance Reserve Account
for use on required maintenance activities for a school facility as reported in the Comprehensive
Maintenance Plan pursuant to N.J.A.C 6A:26-20.5.

H. APPROVAL - Landscape & Lawn Maintenance Contract
Motion to approve the contract with Lupardi Nursery Inc., the lowest and most responsive quote
for the (1) Spring and Landscape Maintenance for Hillside and Tenakill in the amount of $4,585;
(2) Summer-Fall Landscape Maintenance for Hillside and Tenakill in the amount of $6,500; (3)
Fall Clean Up at Hillside and Tenakill for $3,240.

I APPROVAL - Asbestos Abatement Work for Boiler Rooms
Motion to approve the contract with Lilich Corporation, the lowest and responsive quote for the
Asbestos Abatement Subchapter 8 - Occupied Regulations Work at Hillside Elementary School
Boiler Rooms in preparation for the Boiler Replacement Project, in the amount of $39,950, plus
contingency not to exceed $4,000.

J. APPROVAL - Award of Contract to CJ Vanderbeck for Boiler Replacement
WHEREAS, the Closter Board of Education (hereinafter referred to as the “Board”) advertised
for bids for the Boiler Replacements at Tenakill Middle School and Hillside Elementary School
Project (the “Project”);

WHEREAS, on March 27, 2024, the Board received two (2) bids for the Project;

WHEREAS, the lowest bid was submitted by CJ Vanderbeck & Son, Inc. (“CJ Vanderbeck”), in
the amount of $930,000.00 with an allowance of $100,000 included in the Base Bid;

WHEREAS, the bid submitted by CJ Vanderbeck is responsive in all material respects;
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WHEREAS, the Board desires to award the contract for the Project in the total contract amount
of $930,000.00 to CJ Vanderbeck as the lowest responsive bidder.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows:

1. The Board hereby awards the contract for the Project to CJ Vanderbeck & Son, Inc. as
the lowest responsive bidde-, for a total contract sum of $930,000.00 with an allowance
of $100,000.00 included in the Base Bid.

2. This award is expressly conditioned upon the successful contractor furnishing the
requisite insurance certificate and labor and materials/performance bonds as required in
the project specifications, together with an AA201-Project Manning Report, an executed
A-101-Standard Form of Agreement Between Owner and Contractor and A-201-General
Conditions of the Contract for Construction, as prepared by the Board Attorney, within
ten (10) days of the date hereof.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board Attorney is hereby directed to draft the agreement
with the successful bidder consistent with this Resolution and with the terms contained in the bid
documents approved by the Board for the Project. The Board President and the Board
Secretary are hereby authorized to execute such agreement and any other documents
necessary to effectuate the terms of this Resolution.

K. APPROVAL - Purchase of 13 Macbook Air
Motion to approve the purchase of 13 MacBook Air from Apple Inc. for $21,294 through the Ed
Services Commission of Morris—Apple Contract #1670625 / Ed-Data Services Bid #12158.
These devices are for new district staff and replacements for teacher laptops.

L. APPROVAL -Dental Insurance Policy Renewal
Motion to approve the renewal of the Board’s Dental Insurance Policy as a part of the
employees’ benefits package with Delta Dental of New Jersey. Inc. for the period July 1, 2024,
through June 30, 2026, at the premiums listed below, representing a 3% increase in premium:

One Party $ 54.87 per month
Two Parties $ 93.84 per month
Three Parties (or more) $155.40 per month

M. APPROVAL - Instructional Resources
Motion to approve the purchase of -he following proprietary instructional programs/textbooks
and web-based services for SY 2024-2025:
e Go Math (K-4) - $42,338.6"
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PERSONNEL AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Chairperson: Ms. Salamea-Cross; Members: Ms. Fanelli, Ms. Micera

Moved by Ms. Fanelli - , seconded by Ms. Micera - to approve Motions A - |.

Mr. McHale further explained items A and D, reading Ms. Munoz’s resignation letter and wishing her
well as she raises her family. In item D, Mr. McHale shared the interview process, which includes
various stakeholders. He is proud to recommend Ms. Cohen for the position of Director of Special
Services, having worked in the district as a leave replacement and interim capacity.

Mr. McHale is excited that the new teachers in items E, F, and G will join us for the upcoming school
year.

Ms. Fanelli asked about item | and when the senior service would begin. Mr. McHale responded that it
is on May 20.

Motions were approved -~ by a roll call vote of the Board as follows:
YEAS: Ms. Wagner, Ms. Micera, Mr. Choi, Ms. Finkelstein, Ms. Li, Ms. Fanelli, Ms. Kwon
NAYS: None

A. APPROVAL - Resignation of Rosemarie Munoz as Kindergarten Teacher
Motion to accept, with regrets, the resignation of Rosemarie Munoz as Kindergarten Teacher,
effective June 30, 2024,

B. APPROVAL - Appointment of Silvia Jost as Mentor for the 2024-2025 School Year
Motion to approve the appointment of Silvia Jost as mentor to provisionally licensed ESL
Teacher Deborah Gonzalez for the 2024-2025 school year.

C. APPROVAL - Appointment of Kira Podlipski as Hillside School Paraprofessional
Motion to approve the appointment of Kira Podlipski as HES 1:1 Paraprofessional from April 25,
2024, through May 24, 2024, 5.75 hours per day, at a salary of $20.22 per hour. A criminal
history background check is already on file.

D. APPROVAL - Appointment of Lori Cohen as Director of Special Services
Motion to approve the appointment of Lori Cohen as full-time, tenure-track Director of Special
Services for the 2023-2024 school year, starting May 2, 2024, at a salary of $142,000. A
criminal history background check is already on file.
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E. APPROVAL - Appointment of Catherine Gordon as Grade 2 Teacher
Motion to approve the appointment of Catherine Gordon as full-time, tenure track Grade 2
Teacher for the 2024-2025 school year at a salary of $57,904, BA Step 1, starting September 1,
2024. A criminal history background check is already on file.

F. APPROVAL - Appointment of Dana Hollywood as Grade 1 Teacher
Motion to approve the appointment of Dana Hollywood as full-time, tenure track Grade 1
Teacher for the 2024-2025 school year at a salary of $82,665, MA +15 Step 7, starting
September 1, 2024, pending a criminal history background check.

G. APPROVAL - Appointment of Charisse Stabile as Grade 5 Teacher
Motion to approve the appointment of Charisse Stabile as full-time, tenure track Grade 5
Teacher for the 2024-2025 school year at a salary of $66,437, MA Step 1, starting September 1,
2024, pending a criminal history background check.

H. APPROVAL - Substitute Teacher
Motion to approve the following substitute teacher for the 2023-2024 School Year:

Name Certification
Hannah Lo Substitute Teacher

I, APPROVAL - Students of Northern Valley Regional High School at Demarest - Senior
Service Workplace Learning Experience
Motion to approve students participating in the workplace learning experience, as per Appendix
B.

OLD/NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Villanueva reminded the trustees to complete the CSA evaluation training.

Mr. Villanueva also reported the investment proceeds as required by law. At the end of the month, the
total interest of the investment accounts was close to $35,000. The interest earned by all accounts after
the renegotiated rate was $60,000.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Moved by Ms. Micera - , seconded by Ms. Fanelli - to open the meeting for public comments.
There were no public comments

Moved by Ms. Micera - , seconded by Ms. Fanelli - to close the meeting to public comments.
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CLOSED SESSION MOTION (If required)
Moved by Ms. Micera - , seconded by Ms. Fanelli - to approve the following Closed Session Motion.

Motion was approved - by a voice vote of the Board:
YEAS: Ms. Wagner, Ms. Micera, Mr. Choi, Ms. Finkelstein, Ms. Li, Ms. Fanelli, Ms. Kwon
NAYS: None

BE IT RESOLVED that the Closter Board of Education will adjourn to a Closed Session to discuss the
following:

HIB Matters
Personnel Matter - Negotiations
Personnel Matters

The matters so discussed will be disclosed to the public as soon as and to the extent that such
disclosure can be made without adversely affecting the public.

The Board went into Closed Session at 8:47 PM.
The Board reconvened from Closed Session at 9:36 PM.

ADJOURNMENT
Moved by Ms. Kwon - , seconded by Ms. Micera - to adjourn the meeting at 9:38 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

5/1/24 Pg. #15
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