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Types of Assessment

Mandated 
Federal and state 
regulations 

Benchmarks
Progress monitoring for 
student achievement

Summative
Developed to see  how 
students master the 
standards at the end of unit

Formative
Used to see student 
progress and to develop 
instructional choices
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Mandated 
Assessment

NJSLA - grades 3-8, ELA, Math, and grade 
5&8 Science,  end of year

Start Strong - grades 2-8, ELA, Math and 
grade 6 Science, beginning of year



             

Mandated 
Assessment

WIDA ACCESS - grades K-8, ELL students, 
Feb.-March

CogAT - grades 2, 5, & new students, 
entrance assessment for HEP and TEP, 
spring

Dyslexia - new students to district, Aimsweb 
and Dibels



             

Start Strong Fall 2021
● Online
● 60 minutes each 

test
● Assessed on 

previous grade 
level standards

Start Strong 
Fall 2021

Strong 
Support

Some 
Support

Less 
Support

Grades 4-8 
ELA 110 (16%) 130 (19%) 433 (64%)
Grades 4-8 
Math 109 (16%) 138 (20%) 431 (64%)



Start Strong 
Fall 2021 ELA

Grade
Strong 

Support
Some 

Support
Less 

Support
4 19% 21% 60%
5 9% 13% 78%
6 21% 29% 50%
7 17% 18% 66%
8 16% 14% 70%

Start Strong 
Fall 2021 Math

Grade
Strong 

Support
Some 

Support
Less 

Support
4 15% 21% 64%
5 19% 12% 69%
6 20% 23% 57%
7 11% 22% 67%
8 28% 37% 36%

Algebra 2% 8% 90%
Start Strong 
Fall 2021 Science

Grade
Strong 

Support
Some 

Support
Less 

Support
6 22% 36% 42%







Total number of students who took Start Strong 2021-
ELA: 673/682 - 99% participation rate
Math: 678/688 - 99% participation rate



● Entering Level 1: 5 students 
● Emerging Level 2: 8 students
● Developing Level 3: 26 students
● Expanding Level 4: 32 students
● Bridging Level 5: 10 students 
● Reaching Level 6: 1 student 

Total number of students who completed WIDA ACCESS in 2021 - 82

Number of students exited program in 2021: 18 
(must achieve at least 4.5 on ACCESS and other wholistic indicators of success)

WIDA ACCESS



             

Benchmarks

Aimsweb Plus - grades K-1, early literacy and 
early numeracy, 3x per year

LinkIt!- grades 2-8, ELA and Math, 
standards-based questions, 3x per year

Renaissance STAR - grade 8, NVD uses data 
for entrance exam, Dec.



             

Benchmarks

Teachers College - grades K-4, literacy and 
reading skills, multiple times per year

Criterion Referenced Tests (CRT) - grades 
5-8, NVCC developed to measure standards 
and curriculum validity

2021-2022 Subjects: science, grade 7; math, 
grades 5-8; Algebra, mid year; health, grade 6



             

LinkIt! Fall 2021 LinkIt! Fall 
2021

Grade ELA Math
2 48% 58%
3 59% 52%
4 58% 68%
5 81% 64%
6 70% 56%
7 80% 75%
8 81% 17%

Alg N/A 95%

● Online
● 60 minutes each test
● Predictive analysis of grade level 

performance
● Results displayed indicate the percentage 

of students who meet or exceed the 
standards for the grade level



             

Aimsweb Plus
● K-1, individually assessed
● Early Literacy and Early 

Numeracy
● Results shown indicate student 

performance at the average or 
above average for the grade level 
compared to national norms

Aimsweb Plus
Grade Literacy Numeracy

K 76% 85%
1 63% 77%



             

Summative

Combination of traditional tests and 
rubrics that assess students acquisition  
of content

Students demonstrate understanding of 
concepts, typically at the end of a unit



             

Summative

Examples:

Math: Go Math, Big Ideas, projects, quizzes

ELA: writing, reading, presentations, 
Phonics First, spelling

Science, Social Studies, Other - teacher 
created



             

Formative

Used by teacher to assess understanding 
during instruction

Guides instruction and builds for 
summative assessment

Examples: class discussion, participation, 
homework, group work



Calendar
List of assessments

https://tb2cdn.schoolwebmasters.com/accnt_390190/site_390191/Documents/Standardized-Assessment-Information.pdf


             

Professional Development

All year Dr. Bob Price, Assessment, large and small group 
workshops

- How to use benchmarks to guide instruction

Nov-Dec Standards Based Report Cards - 

- How to provide accurate feedback for students and 
families



             

Professional Development

All year LinkIt! And Aimsweb

- What does the data tell us about student progress

All year ACCESS

- What can our students do to  communicate
- How can we adjust instruction to help students 

linguistically



             

Academic Support for Students

● Plus Program
○ Three teachers in HES
○ Two teachers in TMS

● Additional Interventionist in HES
● After school support and summer programs, including special education 

and English Language Learners
Example

■ 96 students enrolled in HES Fall 2021 program
■ 82 students enrolled in TMS Fall 2021 program

● TMS Kids Helping Kids
● Summer STEM and ELA/Arts multidisciplinary programs for motivation in 

ELA and math
● Progress monitoring with benchmarks and teacher assessments



             

Assessment 



             

Assessment



             

Thank you

Closter Assessment: 
Answers and Assets

For more information:
Courtney Carmichael, Ed.D. 

Supervisor of Curriculum and Instruction 
District Test Coordinator

carmichael@nvnet.org

@ClosterSchools 

mailto:carmichael@nvnet.org

